Les Mantas:
diablesses ou deesses ?
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Statut des Mantas

IUCN Red List of Threatened Species

Manta birostris

— Near Threatened

Taxonomy

Kingdom:
Phylum:
Class:
Order:
Family:

Scientific
Name:

Species
Authority:

Common
Name/s:

Taxonomic
Notes:

ANIMALIA
CHORDATA
CHONDRICHTHYES
RAJIFORMES
MOBULIDAE

Manta birostris

(Donndorff, 1798)

English—DEVIL FISH, DEVIL RAY, GIANT MANTA, MANTA RAY,
PRINCE ALFRED’S RAY

French —RAIE MANTA

Spanish—MANTA RAYA

The authority for Manta birostris is often incorrectly ascribed to Walbaum
(1792) (Ebert 2003). The correct citation is Manta birostris (Donndorff
1798).Genus previously thought to contain multiple species, now considered
monotypic by most authors. However, the genus is still in need of world-wide
review. Mitochondrial DN A sequence data does not support species level
differentiation between Atlantic or Pacific individuals, between individuals in
the Pacific, or between individuals with predominantly black or predominantly
white ventral coloration (T. Clark, Masters Thesis, Texas A&M University,
2002). Manta rays are often confused with rays of the genus Mobula, and care
should be used to ensure reports of mantas are actually of Manta birostris and
not its sister genus. Manta is distinguished from AMobula by the terminal
position of its mouth and the absence of teeth in the upper jaw (Last and
Stevens 1994, Nelson 1994).




Elements de biologie (1)

-La rale man
grande esp

troplcales aux‘al
coralliens.

- Plus fort ratio taille du cerveau / taille du
corps chez les requins et raies




‘

“p©

=

2y

Cabt/ a
A‘,‘j,_"'_- )

Thls Great Mama was captured by Capt .8. B Kahn ? miles off Bnelle on August
26, 1933. Itweighed over 5,000 pounds and was over 20 feet wide. The baby
Manta Capt. Kahn is holding was born after the giant fish was captured.




Elements de biologie (2)
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plus récemment : retour a 2 espéces ? une- Tl
migratrice et une plus petite, sédentaire...

-Alimentation : filtreurs (plancton, larves)
-Fréquentent les "stations de nettoyage »

-Predateurs : orques




| es Mantas et le tourisme dans
le monde

Hawai

Kona (Big Island)
11.000 Plongeurs/an
2,5 M$US/an

(Marché chinois=500,000 $US/
an)




| es Mantas et le tourisme dans
le monde

e Hawall

Kona (Big Island)
11.000 Plongeurs/an

e |lles Maldives
9.3 Millions $/an




Les Mantas et

O

Ningaloo Reef - Western Australia

e Hawall
Kona (Big Island)
11.000 Plongeurs/an

lles Maldives
9 Millions $/an

Les Mantas deviennent plus
populaires que les Requins
Baleine




Les Mantas de Borabora
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Historigde de I'’Association

Avril 2001 : Premier contact

Aolt 2002 : Début du

programme d'identification

2002 : 24 femelles / 20 males
— 2003 : 32 femelles / 29 males
— 2004 : 39 femelles / 37 males
— 2005 : 44 femelles / 43 malesg®™ .

4
2003 : Affiligtio réseau
"Manta Nl@prk"

2003 : Projet de programme de
recherche avgc le Dr Heidi
Dewar !

Juin 2004 : Création de l'association
Manta Polynesia Research &
Protect




Blessure par héelice




Suivi des animaux blessés (1)

Blessure par hélice — Aout 2003




Suivi des animaux blessés (2)

Blessure par hélice — Sept. 2003




Suivi des animaux blessés (3)

06/10/2002

Blessure par hélice — Oct. 2003
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